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EDUCATION

University of Nebraska
Lincoln, Nebraska
Postdoctoral Training Program in Law & Psychology
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Postdoctoral Fellowship
M.L.S. (Legal Studies)
August, 1987 thru June, 1989

Medical University of South Carolina
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Clinical Psychology Internship
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Board Certified in Clinical Psychology, American Board of Professional Psychology (2009-present)
Board Certified in Forensic Psychology, American Board of Professional Psychology (1994-present)
State of Florida Psychologist License #PY0004245 (1989-present)
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EMPLOYMENT & APPOINTMENTS

Nova Southeastern University
College of Psychology
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
Associate Professor
2022 thru present

University of South Florida

Department of Mental Health Law & Policy
Tampa, Florida
Courtesy Associate Professor
2022 thru present

University of South Florida

Department of Mental Health Law & Policy
Tampa, Florida
Associate Professor (with adjunct appointments in the Departments of Psychology and Criminology)
1996 thru 2022

Stetson University College of Law
St. Petersburg, Florida
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1991 thru 2004

Private Practice (Forensic Psychological Evaluation)
Tampa, Florida
1990 thru present

University of South Florida

Florida Mental Health Institute

Department of Mental Health Law & Policy
Tampa, Florida
Visiting Assistant Professor and Assistant Professor
1989 thru 1996

AWARDS & HONORS

Distinguished Alumnus Award, Law/Psychology Program, University of Nebraska College of Law and Department of
Psychology, 2022

Award for Distinguished Career Contributions to Psychology & Law, American Psychology-Law Society, 2021

Award for Distinguished Contributions to the American Board of Professional Psychology, 2021

Award for Career Contributions to Training and Educating Forensic Psychologists, Forensic Division of the New York
State Psychological Association, 2012

American Academy of Forensic Psychology Award for Distinguished Contributions to Forensic Psychology, 2008

Fellow, American Psychological Association (Division 41), 2003

Jerome Fisher Memorial Lecture Award, Department of Psychiatry and Langley Porter Psychiatric Institute,
University of California, San Francisco, 2000

Jerome Klopfer Award, Society for Personality Assessment, 1994

American Jurisprudence Award for Excellence in the Study of Mental Health Law, University of Nebraska, 1988

Phi Beta Kappa, University of Rochester, 1980
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Executive Director, American Board of Forensic Psychology, 2018-present

Co-Chair, Continuing Education Program, American Academy of Forensic Psychology, 2006-2022

Past-President, American Board of Professional Psychology, 2016-2017

President, American Board of Professional Psychology, 2014-2015

Member, Criminal Justice Mental Health Standards Task Force, American Bar Association Criminal Justice Section,
2012-2014

President-Elect, American Board of Professional Psychology, 2011-2013

Treasurer, American Board of Professional Psychology, 2008-2011

APA Council Representative (Division 41), 2007-2013

Chair, Continuing Education Committee, American Psychology-Law Society, 2006-2009

Chair, Committee on Legal Issues, American Psychological Association, 2006

Chair, American Psychological Association-American Bar Association Workgroup on Children, Families, Divorce, and
Custody, 2005-2010

President, American Board of Forensic Psychology, 2004-2005

Member, Committee on Legal Issues, American Psychological Association, 2004-2006

Member, Commission for Scientific Medicine and Mental Health, 2003-present

Vice President, American Board of Forensic Psychology, 2003-2004

President, American Psychology-Law Society, 2002-2003

Corresponding Secretary, American Board of Forensic Psychology, 2000-2003

Secretary, American Psychology-Law Society, 1999-2001

President, American Academy of Forensic Psychology, 1998-2000

Vice-President, American Academy of Forensic Psychology, 1996-1998

President, Bay Chapter of the Florida Psychological Association, 1995

Secretary, American Academy of Forensic Psychology, 1994-1996

EDITORIAL ACTIVITIES

Editorial Board, Psychological Injury and Law, 2010-present
Editorial Board, Assessment, 2003-2015

Editorial Board, Criminal Justice and Behavior, 2005-2015
Editorial Board, Journal of Child Custody, 2002-2013

Editorial Board, Behavioral Sciences & the Law, 1999-present
Editorial Board, Correctional Mental Health Report, 1999-2014
Editorial Board, Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research, 1991-2009
Editorial Board, Journal of Threat Assessment, 1999-2004
Editorial Board, Law & Human Behavior, 1997-2006

Editorial Board, Psychological Assessment, 1988-2001
Editorial Board, Forensic Reports, 1990-1992

Guest Reviewer, Journal of Forensic Psychology Practice, 2024
Guest Reviewer, Journal of Personality Assessment, 2024
Guest Reviewer, Psychiatric Services, 2005

Guest Reviewer, Psychological Assessment, 2003

Guest Reviewer, American Journal of Psychiatry, 2002, 2003
Guest Reviewer, Psychology, Public Policy, & Law, 2000, 2002
Guest Reviewer, Behavioral Sciences & the Law, 1997, 1998
Guest Reviewer, Law & Human Behavior, 1995

Guest Reviewer, Canadian Psychologist, 1995

Guest Reviewer, American Psychologist, 1992, 1994
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Guest Reviewer, Journal of Personality Assessment, 1994, 1996

Guest Reviewer, Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 1994, 2001

Guest Reviewer, Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 1988, 1990, 2000

Associate Editor (Forensic Issues), APPIC Newsletter, 1995-2002

Editor, American Psychology-Law Society Newsletter, 1995-1999

Associate Editor, American Psychology-Law Society Newsletter, 1992-1995

Program Co-Chair, American Psychology-Law Society Biennial Meeting, 1992

Program Reviewer, American Psychology-Law Society APA Convention Programs, 1989-2003

Program Reviewer, American Psychology-Law Society Biennial Meetings, 1988-2002, 2005-2009, 2014
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psychological reports. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice.
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Edens, J. F., Troung, T., & Otto, R. K. (2020). Classification accuracy of the Rare Symptoms and Symptom
Combinations scales of the Structured Inventory of Malingered Symptomatology in three archival samples. Law &
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Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 26, 133-144.

Beltrani, A., Reed, A. L., Zapf, P. A., & Otto, R. K. (2018) Is hindsight really 20/207?: The impact of outcome
information on the decision-making process. International Journal of Forensic Mental Health, 17, 285-296.

Zappala, M., Reed, A. L., Beltrani, A., Zapf, P. A., & Otto, R. K. (2017). Anything you can do | can do better: Bias
awareness in forensic evaluators. Journal of Forensic Psychology Practice, 18, 45-56.

Pirelli, G., Otto, R. K., & Estoup, A. (2016). Use of Internet and social media data as a collateral source in forensic
evaluations. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 47, 12-17.
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National Survey. Scandinavian Journal of Forensic Science, 21.
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Christy, A., Otto, R. K., Finch, J., Ringhof, D., & Kimonis, E. (2010). Factors affecting jail detention of defendants
adjudicated incompetent to proceed. Behavioral Sciences and the Law, 28, 707-716.

Fanniff, A. M., Otto, R. K., & Petrila, J. (2010). Competence to proceed in SVP commitment hearings: Irrelevant or
fundamental due process right? Behavioral Sciences and the Law, 28, 647-670.
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science and a flawed system. Psychological Science in the Public Interest, 6, 2-29. Reprinted in Roesch, R., &
McLachlan, K. (Eds.) (2007). Clinical forensic psychology and law. Hampshire, UK: Ashgate.
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psychopathology. Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry & Law, 27, 387-396.

Edens, J. F., Poythress, N., Nicholson, R., & Otto, R. K. (1999). Effects of state organizational structure and forensic
examiner training on pre-trial competence assessments. Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research, 26, 140-
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Otto, R. K. (1994). On the ability of mental health professionals to "predict dangerousness": A commentary on
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Borum, R., Otto, R. K., & Golding, S. (1993). Improving clinical judgment and decision making in forensic evaluation.
Journal of Psychiatry and Law, 21, 35-76.

Ogloff, J. R. P., & Otto, R. K. (1993). The psychological autopsy: Clinical and legal aspects. St. Louis University Law
Journal, 37, 607-646. Article reprinted in (1994) Defense Law Journal, 43, 597-638.

Otto, R. K., Poythress, N., Starr, L., & Darkes, J. (1993). An empirical study of the reports of APA's peer review panel
in the congressional review of the U.S.S. lowa incident. Journal of Personality Assessment, 61, 425-442.

Poythress, N., Otto, R. K., Darkes, J., & Starr, L. (1993). APA's expert panel in the congressional review of the U.S.S.
lowa incident. American Psychologist, 48, 8-15.

Otto, R. K. (1992). Predicting dangerous behavior: A review and analysis of second generation research. Forensic
Reports, 5, 103-133.

Poythress, N. G., Otto, R. K., & Heilbrun, K. (1991). Pre-trial evaluations for criminal courts: Contemporary models
of service delivery. Journal of Mental Health Administration, 18, 198-208.

Ogloff, J. R. P., & Otto, R. K. (1991). Are research participants truly informed? Readability of informed consent
forms. Journal of Ethics and Behavior, 1, 239-252.

Otto, R. K., Ogloff, J. R. P., & Small, M. A. (1991). Confidentiality and informed consent: Clinicians' knowledge and
practices. Forensic Reports, 4, 379-390.

Otto, R. K., & Schmidt, W. C. (1991). Malpractice in verbal psychotherapy: Problems and potential solutions.
Forensic Reports, 4, 309-336.

Small, M. A,, & Otto, R. K. (1991). Competency to be executed: Legal contours and implications for assessment.
Criminal Justice and Behavior, 18, 146-158.

Small, M. A,, & Otto, R. K. (1991). Utilizing the "Professional Judgment Standard" in child advocacy. Journal of
Clinical Child Psychology, 20, 71-77.
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Ogloff, J. R. P., Finkelman, D., Otto, R. K., & Bulling, D. (1990). Preventing the detention of non-criminal mentally ill
people in jails: The need for emergency protective custody units. Nebraska Law Review, 69, 434-471.

Otto, R. K., Heilbrun, K., & Grisso, T. (1990). Training and credentialing in forensic psychology. Behavioral Sciences
and the Law, 8, 217-231.

Otto, R. K. (1989). Bias and expert testimony of mental health professionals in adversarial proceedings: A
preliminary investigation. Behavioral Sciences and the Law, 7, 267-273.

Otto, R. K., & Hall, J. E. (1988). The utility of the Michigan Alcoholism Screening Test in the detection of alcoholics
and problem drinkers. Journal of Personality Assessment, 52, 499-505.

Otto, R. K., Lang, A. R., Megargee, E. |., & Rosenblatt, A. I. (1988). The ability of alcoholics to escape detection by
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Schmidt, W. C., & Otto, R. K. (1988). A legal and behavioral science analysis of statutory guidelines for children's
mental health services. Journal of Psychiatry and Law, 16, 9-65.

Kilpatrick, D. G., & Otto, R. K. (1987). Constitutionally guaranteed participation in criminal proceedings for victims:
Potential effects on psychological functioning. Wayne Law Review, 34, 7-28.

BOOKS

Borum, R., Scalora, M., Otto, R., Schneider, K., Kennedy, K., VanBerschot, J., Mix, E., & Jaros, S. (2022). Structured
Professional Judgment (SPJ) tools: A reference guide for Counter-insider Threat (C-InT) hubs. Defense Personnel and
Security Research Center (PERSEREC).

Douglas, K., & Otto, R. K. (eds.)(2021). Handbook of violence risk assessment (2" ed.). New York: Routledge/Taylor
& Francis.

Melton, G. B., Petrila J., Poythress, N. G., Slobogin, C., Otto, R, K., Mossman, D., & Oberlander, L. (2018).
Psychological evaluations for the courts: A handbook for mental health professionals and lawyers (4t ed.). New
York: Guilford.

Otto, R. K., Goldstein, A. M., & Heilbrun, K. (2017). Ethics in forensic psychology practice. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

Otto, R. K., DeMier, R., & Boccaccini, M. T. (2014). Forensic reports and testimony: A guide to effective communication
for psychologists and psychiatrists. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

Weiner, |., & Otto, R. K., (eds.)(2014). Handbook of forensic psychology (4*" ed.). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.
Otto, R. K. (ed.)(2013). Forensic psychology (2" ed.). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

Otto, R. K., & Douglas, K. (eds.)(2010). Handbook of violence risk assessment. New York: Routledge/Taylor&
Francis.

Otto, R. K. (2009). Screening, assessing and evaluating youth. Module 2 of Toward Developmentally Appropriate
Practice: Juvenile Court Training Curriculum. Washington, DC: National Juvenile Defender Center and the Juvenile
Law Center.



BOOKS (CONT’D)

Melton, G.B., Petrila, J., Poythress, N., Slobogin, C., Lyons, P., & Otto, R. K. (2007). Psychological evaluations for the
courts: A handbook for mental health professionals and lawyers (3™ edition). New York: Guilford.

Petrila, J., & Otto, R. K. (1996/2003). Law and mental health professionals: Florida (1% and 2" editions).
Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

Poythress, N., Monahan, J., Bonnie, R., Otto, R. K., & Hoge, S. (2002). Adjudicative competence: The MacArthur
studies. New York: Kluwer/Plenum.

TESTS & TEST MANUALS
Musick, J., & Otto, R. K. (2010). Inventory of Legal Knowledge. Odessa, FL: Psychological Assessment Resources.

Otto, R. K., Musick, J., & Sherrod, C. (2010). Professional manual for the Inventory of Legal Knowledge. Odessa, FL:
Psychological Assessment Resources.

Poythress, N. G., Nicholson, R., Otto, R. K., Edens, J. F., Bonnie, R. J., Monahan, J., & Hoge, S. K. (1999). Professional
manual for the MacArthur Competence Assessment Tool-Criminal Adjudication. Odessa, FL: Psychological
Assessment Resources.

BOOK CHAPTERS & MONOGRAPHS

Otto, R. K., & Barry, H. (in press). Civil competencies. In Zapf, P. & Alexander, A. (eds.), APA handbook of forensic
psychology. Washington, DC: America Psychological Association Press.

Otto, R. K. (2022). Ethics in forensic psychology practice. In D. DeMatteo & R. Scherr (eds.), Oxford handbook of
psychology and law (pp. 116-134) New York: Oxford University Press.

O'Hare, G., Day, A., Otto, R, K., & Guy, L. (2022). Professional training and credentialing. In J. Brown & M. Horvath
(eds.), Cambridge handbook of forensic psychology (2" ed.),(pp. 800-813). London: Cambridge University Press.

Otto, R. K., DeMier, R., & Veltri, M. (2022). Assessment of competence to proceed in the criminal process. In H. Hall
& J. Poirer (eds.), Forensic psychology and neuropsychology for criminal and civil cases (2" ed.,) pp.313-332. Boca
Raton: CRC Press.

DeMier, R., & Otto, R. K. (2017). Forensic report writing. In R. Roesch & A. N. Cook (Eds.), Handbook of forensic
mental health services (pp. 216-234). New York, NY: Routledge.

Shah, S., & Otto, R. K. (2017). Utility of psychological assessment in forensic psychiatric evaluation. In R. Rosner &
C. Scott (eds.), Principles and Practice of Forensic Psychiatry (3d ed.) (pp. 701-712). London: Hodder Arnold.

Otto, R. K. (2017). Weighing data impartially and considering single data points. In G. Pirelli, R. Beatty, & P. Zapf
(eds.), The ethical practice of forensic psychology (pp. 252-252). New York: Oxford University Press

Otto, R. K. (2017). Transparency, use of jargon, and diagnostic labels, and commenting on other professionals’
work. In G. Pirelli, R. Beatty, & P. Zapf (eds.), The ethical practice of forensic psychology (pp. 286-288). New York:
Oxford University Press
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Otto, R. K. & Singh, J. P. (2014). Violence risk assessment. In K. Heilbrun, D. DeMatteo, & G. Marczyk (Eds.),
Principles of forensic mental health assessment: A casebook (2™ ed.). New York: Oxford University Press.

Otto, R. K. (2014). Guardianship. In K. Heilbrun, D. DeMatteo, & G. Marczyk (Eds.), Principles of forensic mental
health assessment: A casebook (2" ed.). New York: Oxford University Press.
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York: Guilford.
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BOOK CHAPTERS & MONOGRAPHS (CONT’D)
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Otto, R. K. (1999, February). The future of forensic psychology. Invited address delivered to Departments of
Psychology and Criminal Justice, Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Texas.



MEETING PRESENTATIONS & POSTERS

Barry, H., Griffith, G., & Otto, R. K. (2024, March). Assessing decision making capacities in guardianship
proceedings: Reliability of judges’ and healthcare professionals’ judgments. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting
of the American Psychology-Law Society, Los Angeles, California.

Edens, J. F., Troung, T., & Otto, R. K. (2020, March). Classification accuracy of the Rare Symptoms and Symptom
Combinations scales of the Structured Inventory of Malingered Symptomatology in three archival samples. Paper
presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, New Orleans, Louisiana.

Otto, R. K. (2018, March). Rethinking how forensic practice is treated by the Ethical Principles of Psychologists and
Code of Conduct. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, Memphis,
Tennessee.

Otto, R. K. & Hunt, E. (2014, March). Bias and clinical decision making in forensic psychological and psychiatric
evaluation. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Estoup, A, Pirelli, G., & Otto, R. K. (2014, March). Using Internet and social media data as collateral sources in
forensic evaluation. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Donaldson, C., & Otto, R. K. (2010, March). Utility of a 2AFC measure in identifying persons feigning competence
related limitations. Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, Vancouver,
British Columbia.

Miller, C. S., Otto, R. K., Kimonis, E., Wasserman, A., & Kline, S. (2010, March). Reliability of PCL-R scoring in sexual
violent predator proceedings. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society,
Vancouver, British Columbia.

Miller, C. S., Otto, R. K., Kimonis, E., Wasserman, A., & Kline, S. (2010, March). Reliability of commonly employed
risk assessment measures in sexually violent predator proceedings. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Psychology-Law Society, Vancouver, British Columbia.

Miller, C. S., Otto, R. K., & Kimonis, E., (2010. March). Interrater reliability of the PCL-R. Paper presented at the
annual meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, Vancouver, BC.

Miller, C. S., Otto, R. K., & Kimonis, E., (2010. March). Interrater reliability of risk assessment measures in SVP
proceedings. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, Vancouver, BC.

Donaldson, C., & Otto, R. K., (2009, March). Potential utility of a 2AFC measure to identify
defendants feigning incompetence. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychology-Law
Society, San Antonio, TX.

Otto, R. K. (2008, May). Utility of psychological testing in child custody evaluations. Paper presented at the
ABA/APA Meeting in Families, Child Custody and the Law, Chicago, IL.

Otto, R., & Krauss, D. (2007, August). Third party observers in psychological and neuropsychological forensic
psychological assessment. Paper presented at the American Psychological Association Convention, San Francisco,
CA.



MEETING PRESENTATIONS & POSTERS (CONT’D)

Otto, R. K. (2006, September). Using adolescent development to better understand kids in the juvenile justice
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State forensic evaluator training programs: A review and analysis. Symposium conducted at the Biennial Meeting
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Family Law (Graduate Course, Nova Southeastern University)

Criminal Law (Graduate Course, Nova Southeastern University)

Forensic Psychological Assessment (Graduate Course, Nova Southeastern University)

Integrated Report Writing (Graduate Course, Nova Southeastern University)

Forensic Psychology (Undergraduate Course, University of South Florida)

Mental lliness and Addictions (Undergraduate Course, University of South Florida)

Ethical Issues in Counseling (Undergraduate Course, University of South Florida)

Seminar in Ethical and Professional Problems in Psychology (Graduate Course, University of South Florida)
Legal, Ethical, and Professional Standards and Issues in Counseling (Graduate Course, University of South Florida)
Crime and Mental Disorder (Undergraduate Course, University of South Florida)

Mental Health Law (Stetson University College of Law)

Law, Aging, and Mental Health (Stetson University College of Law)

CONTINUING EDUCATION WORKSHOPS & SEMINARS

Ethical Issues in Forensic Practice

Use of Social Media Data in Forensic Examinations

Use of Social Media Data in Family Court Evaluations

Mental Health Professionals as Expert Witnesses

Expert Testimony & Report Writing

Criminal Forensic Evaluation

Assessing and Managing Violence Risk

Improving Clinical Judgment & Decision Making in Psychological Evaluation
Child Custody Evaluation: Legal, Ethical, & Clinical Contours

Assessing Response Style in Forensic Evaluations

Sexual Misconduct and Boundary Violations

Guardianship Evaluations

Undue Influence and Duress

Psychological Issues in Testamentary Capacity

Assessing Children in the Juvenile Justice System

Assessing Risk in Sex Offenders

How to Interpret Psychological and Psychiatric Evaluations in Dependency Cases
Judges and Attorneys as Consumers of Psychological Evaluations

Informed Consent

Adolescent Development and Its Impact on Children in the Juvenile Justice System
Assessing Criminal Competencies

Assessing Competence to Consent to Treatment



GRANTS & CONTRACTS

Jewish Family Services of Orange County, Florida (2003, $5,000)
Evaluation of a Court Affiliated Divorce Education Program

University of South Florida Research and Creative Scholarship Award (1996, $7,000)
Evaluation of a Community-Based Competency Restoration Program.

Florida Department of Corrections (1993-1994, $199,500)
Mental Health Training Program

University of South Florida Research and Creative Scholarship Council Award (1990, $5,350)
Decision Making in Cases of Child Abuse and Neglect

University of South Florida President's Council Award (1990, $4,840)
Decision Making Abilities of Mentally Ill Persons

CONSULTATION

Department of Psychology, St. John’s University, 2015-present

Executive Office of Immigration Review, Department of Justice, 2013-present

New York Law School, 2008-2009

Napa State Hospital, Napa, California, 2009

National Juvenile Defender Center, Washington, DC, 2002-2006

Capacity for Justice, Austin, Texas, 2002-2003

American Bar Association, Juvenile Justice Center, 2001-2002

Center for Public Representation, Boston, MA, 2001

Clinical Evaluation and Services Initiative, Cook County Court System, Chicago, IL, 2000

National Center for Institutions and Alternatives/State of Massachusetts, Bridgewater State Hospital, Bridgewater,
MA, 2000

Institute of Law, Psychiatry and Public Policy, University of Virginia/Virginia Department of Mental
Health and Mental Retardation, Charlottesville, VA, 1999-2000

New York State Office of Mental Health, Albany, NY, 1995

State of Florida, Correctional Medical Authority, Tallahassee, FL, 1992-1993

Nebraska Department of Public Institutions, Office of Planning, Lincoln, NE, 1988

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Academy of Forensic Psychology
American Psychology-Law Society

OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & ACTIVITIES

Member, Select Advisory Panel on Adult Protective Services, Florida Department of Children and Families, 2007-
2010

Member, Florida Bar Grievance Committee, 13th Circuit, 2001-2004

Member, Mental Health Subcommittee, Correctional Medical Authority of Florida, 2001-2004, 2006-2010
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